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Introduction 
Reading is taught in many schools through basal 
reading systems. Many illustrations are included in the 
books which might be valuable material for helping the 
children to interpret the text. Therefore, the purpose 
of this study is to analyze illustrations in basal 
reading systems, to determine the accuracy and relevance 
with which they reflect the texts they seek to clarify~ 
Illustrations are included in basal reading systems 
because they are intended as aids to promote better 
understanding of reading material. If this is true, it 
is logical to assume that the illustrations on a page 
and the text used with them should complement each other~ 
Definition of Terms: Basal Reading Series - "A set 
of books, issued by a publisher as texts for systematic 
instruction in reading; usually includes a reading-readiness 
book, a pre-primer, a primer and the first to sixth 
readers. nl 
1. Good, Carter v. Dictionary of Education. 
McGraw Hill Book Company, New York, 1945~ 
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The texts of all basal reading series are carefully 
planned, that the highest learning may result from their 
use. Illustrations in basal reading series also become 
devices for instruction in many ways. Pictures enrich 
a story. They provide many opportunities for vicarious 
experience. Well-planned illustrations build accurate 
concepts, and furnish picture clues to aid word recog-
nition. Accurate illustrations clarify the text and 
make it more understandable. A great deal of time and 
money is spent to illustrate basal reading series. If 
the illustrations used do not reflect the tex t content, 
they do not justify this great expenditure of time and 
money. This study has been undertaken because it is 
felt that many of the illustrations used in basal reading 
series have little relevance to their respective texts. 
A study will be made of the illustrations in five 
basal reading series for grade one. All illustrations 
in the pre-primers, primers and first readers of the basal 
reading series published by The Macmillan Company, 
Laidlaw Brothers, Inc., Ginn and Company, Row, Peterson 
and Company and Scott, Foresman and Company will be 
examined. Tvventy-three (23) books will be used for the 
study, and 2181 illustrations will be analyzed. 
II 
II 
Only the most recent editions of the five' basal 
series used in the study will be analyzed. There is no 
copyright date earlier than 1945. The basal reading 
series published by the Macmillan Company was copyrighted 
in that year. The copyright date of the Scott Foreaman 
and Company basal reading series is 1946, of the Laidlaw 
Brothers, Inc. basal reading series 1947, and of the 
Ginn and Company and the Row Peterson and Company basal 
reading series 1948. 
Teachers use the illustrations of basal reading 
series in many ways. They use them to help teach or fix 
certain words of color, size, action, position and 
shape. They teach children to look at :the picture on 
a page for help in determining new or difficult words. 
The illustrations in basal reading series, therefore, 
are not meant to be decorations alone. They are tools 
of instruction from which word recognition skills are 
developed. They provide the child of limited background 
with many vicarious experiences. They are the child's 
stepping stone from the abstract matter of the text 
to its concrete interpretation in a picture. These 
facts all emphasize the importance of a high degree of 
accuracy and relevance between the illustrations in 
II 
II 
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basal reading series and the texts they illustrate. 
This study is made in an effort to determine to what 
degree this accuracy and relevance exists in the five 
basal reading series for grade one examined in the study~ 
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CHAPTER I 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS RESEARCH 
A review of the research related to this study 
involved the following procedures: 
1. A brief survey of the historical development of 
illustrated books for children. 
2. The reading of studies concerned with the illus-
tration of textbooks and children's literature. 
3. The reading of studies of children's preferences 
in book illustration. 
4. A survey of other writings concerned with 
textbooks and with illustration. 
Historical Background. Research regarding the 
historical development of illustrated books for children 
has been carried on by many writers. Freeman and 
Freeman1 report that: 
The history of children's picture books goes 
1. Freeman, G. LaVerne and Freeman, Ruth s., The Child 
and His Picture~' Northwestern University Press, 
Chicago, Illinois, 1933. pp. 11-14. 
back i n to a very obscure past. Children of t he early 
Renaissance shared with their parents the badly 
illustrated Chapman, a small book depicting the ad-
ven~ures of such heroes as Robin Hood and Guy of 
Warrick. These are the only books prior to the 
Orbis Pictus of Comenius which have come down to us. 
Written over three httndred years ago against the 
background of the Reformation, the Orbis Pictus is 
said to be the "first picture book made especially 
for children.--------It exercised a softening in-
fluence on the harshness with which, in this un-
sympathetic age, the first steps of learning were 
always associated." The alphabet pictures, which 
later appeared in the New England Primers, were some-
what more suited to the nursery age.------------The 
oldest existent copy of the Primer (1715) is absurdly 
small, 2i x 3i inches, and bears the imprint of 
Thomas Flutt, son-in-law of the alleged original 
mother goose. -------------It was not until the 
eighteenth -century that reputable artists began to 
give their time and thought to the creation of 
pictures for children. The ingenious woodcuts of 
Thomas and John Becwick delight us even today. The 
earliest juvenile by Thomas was a small A.B.C. book 
entitled A New Invented Horn Book. John is best known 
for the cuts appearing in-Blossoms of Morality and 
The Looking Glass of the Mind. --------------------
Coming to the nineteenth century, we see Grimm's 
Fairy Tales as the first child 1 s book in our modern 
sense.-------------But even the etchings of such 
masters of the art as Cruckshank and Doyle made 
still a very drab book. ~fuat a delightful relief 
for our Victorian grandmothers when newer printing 
methods and the artistry of Walter Crane were com-
bined to produce the first colored picture prints 
for children. Hand in hand with Crane go Richard 
Caldecott and Kate Greenaway. These three English 
artists did much to set the fashion for picture 
books down to the present generation. 
Similar facts concerning the historical development 
1.-· of illustrated literature for children are related by 
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Gardner and Rrunsey. 1 They, 2 too, refer to the Orbis Pictus 
of Comenius as the first picture book for children, and 
they3 also speak of The Battledore, which was a variation 
of the Horn Book, and which appeared in England during 
the latter half of the eighteenth century. The first 
Battledore contained reading material similar to that 
ot the early Horn ~ (the alphabet and the Lord • s 
Prayer, chiefly) but "each letter of the alphabet was 
accompanied by a word and a crude woodcut. 11 
In an article written by Good,4 the claim that 
the Orbis Pictus by Comenius was the first picture book 
for children is disputed. Good5 says that the first 
illustrated schoolbooks appeared about l46o, Shortly 
after printing came into general use. Early popular 
books included many illustrations and many kinds of 
illustrations. Der Edelstein, 1461, was a collection 
of fables with 101 woodcuts. A few years later Aesop 
1._. Gardner, Emelyn E. and Rrunsey, Eloise, A Handbook of 
Children's Literature, Scott, Foresman and Company. 
1924· p. 177. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Good, H.G. "First Illustrated School Books.n Journal 
of Educational Research 35: 338-43; January . 1942. 
5. Ibid. 
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• appeared with 200 pictures. The Orbis Pictus of Comenius 
was not printed until 1657. Therefore, it was not the 
first illustrated schoolbook, nor the first illustrated 
boqk for children, as is generally supposed. 
1 Mellinger traces the historical development of 
illustrated books for children in the following manner: 
One of the most outstanding developments in 
the field of children's literature lies in the 
realm of illustration. One needs only to pass through 
the children's book section of any large department 
store, visit a publishing house interested in the 
publishing of books for children, wander through 
the children'srornn in a public library or observe 
the environment of a progressive schoolroom to be 
aware of the great number of gayly-illustrated books 
of all colors, shapes and sizes which are there for 
the delight and instruction of the child. It is a 
long and interesting road indeed, from the crude 
woodcuts of Comenius's Orbis Pictus, the finely 
executed woodcuts of -Thomas Becwick's Pretty Book of 
Pictures for Little Masters and Misses;the full-page 
chromo-lithographs of the chapbook period, hand-
colored, or s-ometimes, as one writer remarks, "hand 
daubed, 11 to the present wealth and variety of 
pictoria~ art. 
Literature concerned with the teaching and interest 
value of illustrated books for children. It is evident 
1. Mellinger, Bonnie E~ "Children's Interests in Pictures. 11 
-1 Contributions to Education, No~ 516, Teachers College, 
Columbia University 1932 
10 
from the research, then, that the development of illus-
trated books for children has progressed until the child's 
book of today is a thing of beauty. At the mid-point of 
the twentieth century, both textbook and story book are 
profusely illustrated, many of them in bright color on 
the premise that color makes books more attractive to 
children. Martin1 states the case thus: 
The most striking feature of the children's 
book of today is its beauty within and without, 
the beauty given by the artist and the beauty given 
by the craftsman. Interested in the child and his 
.book, they have contributed of their wealth of 
knowledge, genius and skill towards producing 
volumes which will bW their appearance arrest, arouse 
and hold the interest of the child. 
2 The artist, Peppino Mangravite, is of the opinion 
that children's books should not be illustrated. 
It is because of my belief in the true creative 
vision of children that I disapprove of illustrated 
children's books. In such books we have a triangular 
arrangement as far as mental imagery is concerned; 
first, that of the person who wrote the book• second, 
that of the person who illustrated the book (and of 
course this must necessarily be different from that 
of the author, because a second person cannot possibly 
express what another person conceives); third, that of 
the child who is reading the book. Such a situation 
1. Martin, Helen. "Children's Preferences in Book 
Illustration. 11 Western Reserve Univers1 ty Bulletin, 10: 
34-37; July 1931 
2. Mangravite, Peppino. 11 The Artist and The Child." 
Progressive Education 3: 119-33; April, May, June 1926 
::1Lj_ 
I 
" 
cannot but be confusing to the child. If the words 
of a book are meant to evoke pictures, why the ac-
companiment of pictorial representation1 
This attitude is not shared by most research workers 
in the rield. The general opinion is that illustrations 
make books more attractive and interesting to children 
and that illustrations in textbooks are definite aids 
to instruction. 1 According to Petersham, 
The pictures a small child looks at are perhaps 
going to mean as much to him as the text he struggles 
to read~ 
Williams2 sets up the following criteria for 
judging the merits of illustrations, particularly those 
intended for textbook use: 
1. The illustration should have one central theme 
and should avoid details that detract from it. 
2. The illustration should be rich in thought content. 
3. The illustration should supplement the textual 
material and aid in its interpretation and clarification. 
1. Petersham, Maud. "Illustrating Books for Children." 
Elementary English Review 2: 85-89; March 1925 
2. Williams, Paul T. "Textbooks Need Better Pictures." 
The Nation's Schools 33: 50-52; June 1944 
:12 
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4. The illustration should be clear, distinct and 
artistic. 
5. The illustration should rurnish a vicarious 
experience which corresponds closely with a real 
situation. 
With reference to the teaching value of illustrated 
books, particular emphasis is laid on books and text-
books to be used with children in the early school 
. 1 years. According to Bartlett, 
In working with little children, no teaching 
instrument exceeds the picture in usefulness. It 
serves to deepen and broaden experience, to enlarge 
and clarify meaning, to guide and stimulate oral 
expression, to organize and extend interests, to 
individualize and to socialize the instruction of 
the heterogeneous group. 
In speru{ing of books used during the first three 
years of school, Miller2 comments: 
Recent years have witnessed marked changes in 
primary readers. One of the most striking develop-
ments has been the increased use of illustrations. 
In some of the more recent books, the pictures 
comprise one of the chief features. 
1. Bartlett, Mary M. "Early Stages of Picture Reading." 
Pamphlet How To Teach with Pictures. Informative Class-
room Picture Publi::h ers, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1943,194 7, 
p. 12 
2. Miller, William A. 11What Children See in Pictm"es." 
Elementary School Journal 39: 280-88; December 1938 
:13 
Thompson 1 contrasts the textbook of today with the 
schoolbooks of the past: 
One of the outstanding virtues of present-day 
textbooks, as compared to those of a generation ago, 
is in the number and quality of illustrations they 
contain. There isn 1 t much doubt that textbooks 
should be generously illustrated, especially those 
for younger children. Yet there is considerable 
doubt, in the case of a specific book, as to just 
what the illustrations are to accomplish; and after 
the purpose is established there may be further doubt 
as to what tj~e of pictures will be most effective 
toward that end. 
The value of the illustrated schoolbook is spok en 
of by Tuttle. 2 In his opinion, 
Illustrations have come to play a more and more 
important role in textbooks. Everyone realizes that 
a picture is often more meaningful than hundreds of 
words of text. Pictures in schoolbooks serve a double 
purpose; they have a definite teaching function as 
well as a decorative or artistic value. 
March 3 injects a note of caution regarding the use 
of illustrations in textbooks. He says that 
To use a picture which is not as correct and 
authentic in every detail as we can obtain or create, 
1. Thompson, Arthur. "Current Textbook Design: The Function 
of Illustrations." Publishers' Weekly 136: 33-36; 
July 1, 1939 
2. Tuttle, Edward M. "What Goes Int o the Making of a 
Textbook?" N.E.,!. Journal 38: 266-67; April :t.949 
3. March, Leland s. "Social Learning Through Pictures." 
Eighteenth Yearbook, National Council for the Social 
Studies 9: 83-87; 1947 
:l4 
• 
' 
is just as wrong as teaching a child to say, 1Two and 
seven are eleven,' because it is more euphonious and 
rhythmic than 1 Two and seven are nine.'----- - ----We 
should use pictures to teach true facts, concepts 
and understandings. 
The point of view of the teacher regarding illustra-
tions in textbooks is considered by Miller, 1 who sets 
up the following series of reasons why teachers feel 
that schoolbooks should be illustrated: 
1. To introduce characters in the story. 
2. To arouse and sustain interest. 
3. To clarify unfamiliar concepts appearing in print. 
4. To furnish clues to word recognition. 
5. Well-illustrated books are more attractive and 
interesting to children. 
Vrhile it is the consensus of the opinions cited 
that illustrations do increase the attractiveness, interest 
value and general educational usefulness of a book, there 
are certain abuses which do exist and which deserve some 
mention. First, there is the question of whether 
children's books are illustrated to please the child or 
1. Miller, William A. "Reading With and Without Pictures." 
Elementary School Journal 38: 676-82; May 1938 
l~b=~=============================+==== 
the adult. Is the child's point of view neglected or 
even forgotten at times? Clarence Rook 1 suggests this 
possibility when he writes: 
We are accustomed to exploit the child, provide 
him with the beautiful pictures which we think he 
ought to like, illustrating all manner of things which 
he cannot be expected to understand. Beautiful in 
themselves, just the things for a child to throw 
away petulantly, and a happy parent to recover and 
enjoy, without remembering that this was not the 
sort of thing he would have enjoyed in the nursery. · 
2 Miller expresses the same idea differ·ently. 
It is possible that in the matter of illustration 
we have used adult standards in judging what we call 
the interests of children without distinguishing 
between the appeal of brightly colored pictures and 
the appeal of well-v~itten story material that has 
intrinsic worth. 
Comments Warnock, 3 following the same train of 
thought, 
In the selection of all illustrated books, we 
will be more success~l if we keep in mind that they 
are for the use of the child and not the adult. There 
must be simplicity in lines so as not to be con~sing. 
In the books for pleasure reading, there Should be 
1. Rook, Clarence. "The Illustration of Children's Books." 
The Imprint 1-2: · January 1913 P~ 96 
2. Miller, William A~ "The Picture Crutch in Reading. 11 
Elementary English Review 13-14; November 1937 pp. 263-64 
3. Warnock, Lucile. "Illustration of Children's Books. 11 
Elementary English Review 15: 161-65; May 1938 
:16 
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spirited drawing, artistic coloring, humor-----all or 
which they love. And the illustrations should be in 
keeping with the spirit or the text. 
Hill 1 says that 
More scientiric studies should be made of the 
effects of pictures and illustrations in children's 
story and textbooks. These often seem to be imprinted 
indelibly upon memory.----------For this reason, 
continued appeals should be made to the world's best 
artists to illustrate the texts or children's books, 
not only with the skill of the artist but with some 
insight into the effects or pictures upon the 
children themselves. 
Much research has been done and much has been written 
on the subject of what makes the illustrations used in 
textbooks educationally valuable. vVhipple 2 holds that 
It can be accepted as a sound general principle 
that any illustration which adds to the reader's 
understanding of the text is of pedagogical value, 
and is presumptively a justifiable element in 
textbook construction. But what of illustrations 
that are inserted to 1 dress up 1 the book, or that 
have only a dubious value as aids to learning~ 
Bartlett 3 feels that illustrations in textbooks 
can be valuable educational devices, but that there are 
1. Hill, Patty Smith. Introduction to First Experiences 
with Literature by Alice Dalgleish, Scribners, New York 
1932 
2. Whipple, Guy Montrose. "Needed Investigations in the 
Field of the Textbook." Elementary School Journal 35: 
575-82; April 1935 
3. Bartlett, Mary M. 11 It 1 s All Told in the Pictures." 
PubliShers' Weekly 141: 1337-8; April 4, 1942 
some faults about many of them which should be corrected 
before they can give maximum assistance to educators. 
Quality as well as quantity is important. Size 
of picture is a factor here. A page-size illustra-
tion may attempt to show a scene ·which demands a 
photo-mural for clarity. Limitation of space leads 
the illustrator to cut off the tops of the trees or 
to use Father's trouser leg as the background for 
Fide's engaging tricks. The monkey on the left-hand 
page may be of the same size as the elephant on the 
facing right-hand page. To the adult, who has a 
background of experience, supplying missing details 
or reconciling contradictions in size are easy 
matters, but for the child the picture has no proto-
type in reality and there is no corrective for pic-
torial license. 
The fashinnable double-page spread is not 
immune to criticism. How is the child-or sometimes 
the teacher-to ln1ow that in one instance two pages 
are to be viewed as one while as soon as the page is 
turned each picture is to be viewed and appraised 
separately? The teacher of beginnipg reading pains-
takingly develops in her pupils the mechanics of sur-
veying the printed page, yet when the child takes up 
his primer the first pages of his book may require 
a progression quite different from the one in which 
he has been trained. Another difficulty arises when 
the double-page spread is not well printed. Text-
book users are all too fruniliar with the picture the 
center of which is lost in the gutter and the 
picture which is cut in two by the white strip of 
space allowed for sewing. 
Zisman 1 offers a concrete suggestion on how illus-
trations can be improved. He writes, 
1. Zisman, s. B. 11 Improving Illustrative Material in 
Textbooks." Educational Screen 17: 218-19; September 1938 
The possibilities for improving illustrations and 
their use are infinite. Improvement will depend on 
three factors: The person writing the text, the pub-
lisher producing the text, and the designer illustrating 
the text. The most desirable situation is when these 
three factors are in close and harmonious coordination. 
The most ideal arrangement would be to build a text 
with the active cooperation of all three from the 
very beginning of the idea of the text through to the 
finished product; author working with illustrator and 
publisher while the manuscript is being prepared, 
illustrator working with author and publisher while 
the book is being designed, publisher working with 
author and illustrator while the book is being 
produced.----------Yil~atever ideas in illustration may 
be followed, the basic problem is more unified 
effort. vVhat is needed most is a finer and more honest 
integration of the talents and capabilities of author, 
publisher and illustrator. 
Williams 1 makes a similar comment when he says, 
vVhen will the triumvirate of author, illustrator 
and publisher get together and plan a textbook from 
the inception of the idea? \~en will the three sit 
down and talk things over ·so that the illustrations 
and the printed material vrill be thought of simul-
taneously as a whole?---------Certainly, any publisher 
realizes that his illustrations should show a 
relationship to the ideas that the author wished to 
develop. 
1. Williams, Paul T. op. cit., P. 52 
\ 
Children's Preferences in Book Illustration. It is 
the opinion of Freeman and Freeman 1 that the similarity 
between the pictures which children draw and the type 
of illustrating which they prefer has not been properly 
appreciated. This attitude follows closely along the 
line of reasoning behind the studies undertaken to de-
ter.mine children's preferences in book illustration. 
One of these studies was conducted by Halbert 2 among 
Kentucky Mountain children, and illustrated textbooks, 
non-illustrated material and illustrations without 
printed matter were used in the experiment. One of 
the main conclusions of the study was the fact that children 
get more relevant ideas from reading a story with pictures 
than from reading a story alone, or from pictures alone. 
This conclusion held true in spi t e of the fact that when 
a story was presented with pictures, the children's 
attention was not directed to the pictures, nor vrere 
they asked to tell what they saw in the pictures. 
1. Freeman, G. Laverne and Freeman, Ruth s. op. cit. P. 47 
2. Halbert, Marie G. "Teaching Value of Illustrated Books. 11 
American School Board Journal 108: 43-411-; May 1944 
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Bamberger, 1 writing on the effect of the physical 
make-up of a book on children's selection, found that 
the illustrations in the books chosen the most readily 
by children were bright-colored. 
The color of illustrations is generally bright, 
highly saturated and fairly intense in these favorite 
editions. 
Again she 2 says, 
Pleasing colors of rather a high degree of 
saturation are preferred. Black and white and 
faintly tinted prints do not seem to be acceptable. 
On the subject of whether or not pictures encourage 
the reading of material that might otherwise be neglected 
or overlooked, Goodykoontz 3 makes this observation, 
As to whether pictures encourage or motivate 
the reading of material which otherwise might not 
be selected, there have been numerous4studies. Beginning with Dr. Bamberger's study of the effect 
of the physical make-up of a book upon children's 
selection and going on through several others, 
l. Bamberger, Florence E. 11 The Effect of the Physical 
Mal{e-up of a Book upon Children's Selection. 11 Johns 
Hopkins Universi.. ty Studies in Education, No. Lb, Johns 
Hopkins Press, 1922. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Goodykoontz, Bess. "The Relation of Pictures to 
Reading Com}!' ehension. 11 Elementary English Review 13: 
125-30; April 1936 
4. Brunberger, Florence E. op. cit. 
2JL 
(Freeman, G. Laverne and Freeman, Ruth Sunderlin, 1 
Morrispn, Jeanette G., 2 Mellinger, Bonnie, 3 Martin, 
Helen~) made in the last few years, it seems evident 
that if pictures are to serve as motivation for 
reading they must be selected with the following 
points in min¢!.:· 
1. Children like books that have at least a quarter 
of the book space given to pictures. 
2. Children like full-page or fairly large pictures . 
3. Children prefer strong colors. 
4. Bold central groups with few but striking details 
are better than many details. 
5. Realistic pictures are preferable to conventional-
ized pictures. 
6. Action, humor and a story are favorite picture types. 
?. Young children like a broader range of picture 
subject matter than they usually receive. 
8. Young children do not care especially for pictures 
of child activities. 
9. Older children like pictures related to in-school 
and informational interests. 
1. Freeman, G. Laverne, and Freeman, Ruth s. op. cit. 
2. Morrison, Jeanette G. Children's Preferences for 
Pic tures. University of Chicago Press. 1935 P. ~ 
3. Mellinger, Bonnie,op. cit. 
4. Martin, Helen, op. cit. 
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lilalter 1 analyzed eight studies on children's 
preferences in book illustration, and compared the 
conclusions reached in each. vVhen the comparison was 
made, he abstracted the following general conclusions 
from the conclusions reached in the studies: 
1. Children prefer colored illustrations. 
2. Children are interested in a variety of things. 
Materials containing a wide variety of illustrations 
(and verbal materials) are essential. 
3. Children possibly do not like silhouettes. With 
that one exception, there is nothing in the con-
elusions that should deter a creative artist and 
publisher from experimenting with a wide variety of 
styles and designs. 
4. Children's preferences are subject to change. 
They must be constantly re-evaluated. 
Also, according to Malter, 2 
Children's preferences, in other words, are 
but one of several factors that must be considered 
in selecting illustrations. O~her factors are: 
a) other needs of children; b) societal demands; 
arid c) expert opinion. The amount of consideration 
that should be given to children's preferences when 
integrating these various factors cannot be stated 
with any degree of precision. 
1. Malter, Mortons. "Children's Preferences for 
Illustrative Materials." Journal of Educational Research 
41: 378-85; January 1948 
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Other writings concerned with textbooks and with 
illustration. It is the opinion of Bartlett 1 that 
since illustrations account for a large proportion of 
the cost of a textbook they should constitute an 
equally large proportion of the value of a textbook. 
Cunningham 2 feels that the information gained from 
illustrations in literature for children has increased 
a hundred-fold within the last few years. There is 
more illustrating being done, books are more colorful 
and attrac tive , and contain more illustrations than 
before. Color has helped, for, regardless of the infor-
mation contained in the book, if the book itself were 
not colorrul and attractive it would not intrigue 
the reader, which would render it almost worthless as 
a source of information. 
Cunningham 3 feels, too, that the realistic type of 
illustrating which is being done today, the illustration 
of everyday people, places and things, has done a great 
1. Bartlett, Mary M. op. cit. 
2. Cunningham, Elizabeth M. 11 Informational Aspects of 
Illustrations in Children's Books." Childhood Education 
9: 319-33; March 1933 
3. Ibid. 
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deal to increase the informational qualities of children's 
books. 
'rhe value of illustrations as useful visual and 
teaching aids is generally acknowledged in 'the present 
century. So important a place in education has the 
illustration of textbooks assumed that the Webster 
Publishing Company has established a scholarship to be 
awarded to fourth-year art students for contributions to 
schoolbook illustration and design. Concerning this 
. 1 
award, Grace Storm says, 
Not only to encourage better book design and 
better books but actually to provide a practical 
way for accomplishing these objectives, are the 
purposes back of the plans made for the first 
' Webster PubliShing Company Award', a full scholar-
ship for a fourth-year art student for 'contributions 
to schoolbook illustration and design.' This is the 
first such scholarship to be awarded in A~erica. 
In discussing the idea, w. M. Johnson, vice-president 
of the Webster Publishing Company in St. Louis, 
said, 'The beauty of design and illustration in a 
text stimulates motivation to learn. This fact must 
not be overlooked. We feel the encouragement of this 
award will stimulate the finest artists to bend their 
efforts toward beauty in textbooks.------------------
Recent evidence has proved the value of thoughtful, 
practical illustration and functional design.' 
Surely, the establishment of a scholarship award 
for artists to encourage the creation of beautiful 
1. Storm, Grace E. "Educational News and Editorial 
Comment- Scholarship Award. 11 Elementary School Journal 
48: 12; September 1947 
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schoolbooks is a far cry from the days of the sparsely 
illustrated Chapman, which, in spite of its crudity, 
beerune the entering wedge to a great store of knowledge 
and beauty foi' the children of succeeding generations. 
( 
Research has shown the importance of illustrations 
in textbooks, and that the evidence is not complete on 
effectiveness of ·illustrations. Therefore, this study 
is an attempt to measure one factor, accuracy of 
illustrations in first ···grade textbooks. 
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CHAPTER II 
PLAN OF THE STUDY 
The purpose of this study was to analyze illustrations 
in basal reading series for grade one. 
William A. Miller, 1 writing of the selection of 
illustrations for textbooks, says: 
Many pictures are poorly chosen for the purpose 
of bolstering up understanding. Too often, the writer 
of the book has had one point in mind and the illustra-
tor a different one. Frequently, a page will carry 
several ideas or concepts while the illustration 
which accompanies the page will emphasize part of 
these understandings and not others. 
The discrepancies mentioned by Miller 2 suggested 
the possibility that these and others might exist in the 
illustrations used in basal reading series. 
Five basal reading series. for grade one were analyzed. 
The five chosen were series which are used widely in the 
teaching of beginning reading. 
1. Mi ller, William A., op. cit. 
2. Ibid. 
I. 
The following series were examined: 
Ousley, Odille and Russell, David H., The Ginn Basic 
Readers, Ginn and Company, New York, 1~. 
A. First Pre-Primer: !l Little Red Story Book 
B. Second Pre-Primer: ~Little Green Story Book 
c. Third Pre-Primer: ~Little Blue Story~ 
D. Primer: The Little ~~ite House 
E. First Reader: On Cherry Street 
II. Yoru{run, Gerald, Hester, Kathleen, Abney, Louise, 
Laidlaw Basic Readers, Laidlaw Bros., Inc., New York, 
19L~7. 
A. First Pre-Primer: ~ Learn !.£ Read 
B. Second Pre-Primer: ~The Reading Read 
c. Primer: On The Way To Storyland 
D. First Reader: Maki~ Storybook Friends 
III. Gates, Arthur I., Huber, Miriam Blanton, Peardon, 
Celeste c., Salisbury, Frank Seely, Today's Work-
Play Books.., The Macmillan Company, Boston, 19Li]r:" 
A. Basal Pre-Primer: Come And Ride 
B. Primer: Tags and Twinkle 
c. First Reader: Good Times On Our Street 
IV. O'Donnell , Mabel, Reading Foundation Series: The New 
Alice and Jerry Books, Row, Pe terson and Company,---
Evanston, Illinois, 1947. 
A. First Pre-Primer: (Basic) Skip Along 
28 
• B. Second Pre-Primer: Under the ~ 
c. Third Pre-Primer: (Basic) Open Tte Door 
O'Donnell, Mabel and Coughlan, Selma, Reading 
Foundation Series: The New Alice and Jerry Books, 
Row, Peterson and Company, 1947. ---
D. Four t h Pre-Primer: High On A~ 
O'Donnell, Mabel, Reading Foundation Series: The 
Alice and Jer~ Basic Readers, Row, Peterson and 
CompanY";-1947. 
E. Primer: The New Day In and Day Out 
F. First Reader: The New Round About 
v. Gray, Williams., Baruch, Dorothy, Montgomery, 
Elizabeth R., Basic Readers: Curriculum Foundation 
Series, Scott, Foresman and Company, New York, 1946. 
A. First Pre-Pril.'ller: We Look and See 
B. Second Pre-Primer: We Work and Play 
c. Third Pre-Primer: We .Qome and Go 
Gray, Williams., Arbuthnot, May Hill, Basic Readers: 
Curriculum Foundation Series, (A Revision of the 
Elson-Gray Basic Readers}, Scott, Foresman and 
Company, New York, 1946. 
D. Primer: Fun V'l/i th Dick and Jane 
E. First Reader: Our New Friends 
Writing on the subject of illustrations in textbooks, 
--'-· 1 
Bartlett says: 
Illustrations account for a very large proportion 
1. Bartlett, Mary M., op. cit. 
11 
of the cost of a textbook. They should, therefore, 
constitute an equally large proportion of the value 
of a textbook. There is probably no way of dete~nin­
ing objectively whether these proportions of value 
are present in any specific textbook, but keen and 
unbiased critical analysis will often reveal their 
absence. 
This study was undertaken in an attempt to make an 
11unbiased critical analysis 11 as suggested by Bartlett. 1 
To conduct the analysis it was necessary to develop 
some constant according to which the illustrations used 
in the study could be compared. This constant took the 
form of a check list of eighteen (18) items, and every 
illustration in the five basal series was exgmined in-
dividually and rated against each item on the check list. 
The items making up the check list were arrived at after 
examination of the illustrations in the five basal series 
revealed the fact that certain discrepancies occurred 
frequently. 
The following is the check list used in the study: 
CHECK LIST FOR ILLUSTRATIONS 
---- --- ~~~~~~~
1. Inaccurate illustration of action words . 
2. Inaccurate illustration of size concepts. 
3. Inaccurate illustration of position 
1. Ibid. 
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4. Inaccurate illustration of color. 
5. Inaccurate word and story concepts. 
6. Inaccurate illustration of statements of fact. 
7. Inaccurate illustration of real life situations. 
8. Inaccurate illustration of people, places or things. 
9. Illustrations which are unrelated to the text. 
10. Illustrations which emphasize minor ideas, or only 
a portion of the text content. 
11. Illustrations placed before the text. 
12. Illustrations placed after the text. 
13. Illustrations which lack clarity in size. 
14. Illustrations which lack clarity in shape. 
15. Illustrations which lack clarity in general outline. 
16. Illustrations which give inadequate help on word 
recognition. 
17. Illustrations which show changes within a unit. 
18. Illustrations which show results which would be 
expected from text content. 
The individual items of the check list used in the 
study are defined as follows, and examples of each are 
given: 
1. Inaccurate illustration of action words: Illustra-
tions which show actions different from the actions 
described in the accompanying text. 
Page 24, in We Learn to Read 1 presents this text: 
"Mother and Baby run." 
The accompanying illu~tration, Illustration 14, shows 
Mother and Baby walking . 
2. Inaccurate illustration of size concepts: Illustra-
tions in which the size of the person, place or thing 
described in the text is not made clear or obvious. 
2 
Page 32, in~ Little Blue Story Book presents the 
text: HPony wants the big red apple. 11 
The accompanying illustration, Illustration 28, 
shows an apple that is quite small. 
3. Inaccurate illustration of position: Illustrations 
which do not show position clearly and exactly, when 
position is described in the text. 
Page L~_, in !IJ2. The . Reading Road 3 presents the text: 
11 See him (the dog) in the box. 11 
The accompanying illustration, Illustration 3.5, shows 
only the dog's head and forepaws to be in the box. 
1. Yoakam, Gerald, Hester, Kathleen, Abney, Louise, 
Laidlaw Basic Readers, Laidlaw Bros., Inc., New York , 1947. 
2. Ousley, Odille and Russell, David H., The Ginn Basic 
Readers, Ginn and Company , New York, 1948:-- ----
3. Yoakam , Gerald, Hester, Kathleen, Abney, Louise, 
Laidlaw Basic Readers, Laidlaw Bros., Inc., Nev1 York, 1947. 
,: 
4. Inaccurate illustration of color: Illustrations 
which do not show t he exact colors described in the text. 
Page 12, in Under The ~,1 presents the text: 
11 See my red (picture of a sweater). · See my red (picture 
of a cap). 11 
Tbe accompanying illustration, Illustration 11, shows 
a sweater and cap that are pink rather than red. 
5. Inaccurate word and story concepts: Illustrations 
which present inaccurate or incorrect ideas, which do 
not help to clarify the words or ideas of the text, or 
which convey ideas which have little or no bearing on 
text content. 
Page 102, in Q.2..Q.9:. Times On Our Street, 2 presents the 
text: 11 He ran to the barn back of his house." 
The accompanying illustration, Illustration 88, shows 
that the barn looks not like a barn, but like a garage. 
6. Inaccurate illustration of statements of fact: 
Illustrations which by their content or appearance belie 
the statements of fact set forth in the text. 
1. O'Donnell, Mabel, Reading Foundation Series: The New 
Alice and Je[ry Books, Row, Peterson and Company, Evanston, 
Illinois, 19 7. 
2. Gates, Ar thur I., Huber, Ivliriam Blanton, Peardon, 
Celeste c., Salisbury, Frank Seel;r, Todav 1.s Work-Play Books, 
The Macmillan Company, Boston, 19LJ_8. -
Page 122, in On Cherry Street 1 presents the text: 
"She saw Nan and Betty and Tom and Jack and Pat. 11 
The accompanying illustration, Illustration 108, 
includes only four children. 
7. Inaccurate illustration of real-life situations: 
Illustrations which depict people, places, things or 
situations in a way which is not true to life. 
2 
Page 119, in On The Way to Storyland presents the 
text: 11 I am going across the river to get some green 
grass to eat. 11 
The accompanying illustration, Illustration 109, 
shows blue grass. 
8. Inaccurate illustration of people, places ~ things: 
Illustrations which do not Ehow people, places or things 
as they have been described in the text. 
Page 35, in~ The Reading Road 3 presents the text: 
"See, Baby has a penny. 11 
1. Ousley, Odille and Russell, David H., The Ginn Basic 
Readers, Ginn and Company, New York, 19~_8:---
2. Yoakam, Gerald, Hester, Kathleen, Abney, Louise, 
Laidlaw Basic Readers, Laidlaw Bros., Inc., New York, 19L~ 7. 
3. Yoakam, Gerald, Hester, Kathleen, Abney, Louise, 
Laidlaw Basic Readers, Laidlaw Bros., Inc., New York, 194 7. 
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In the accompanying illustration, Illustration 26, 
it is impossible to determine that the object the baby 
is holding is a penny. 
9. Illustrations which ~unrelated to the text: 
Illustrations which have no bearing on the text and no 
connection with it, but which are used merely for 
decoration. 
Page 55, in Come and Ride 1 presents the text : 
11 Which is the calf? ViJhich is the hay? \.Vhi ch is the 
farmer?" 
'rhe accompanying illustration, Illustration 54, shows 
hay, calf, horse and farmer, and in the upper right hand 
corner of the page, a blue automobile. 
10. Illustrations which emphasize minor ideas, or 
onlx a portion of the text content: Illustrations which 
enlarge on the incidental material of the text and 
neglect the main idea, or which reflect the text in-
completely. 
Pages JJ+ and 15, in Tags and Twinkle 2 present the 
1. Gates, Arthur I., Huber, Miriam Blanton, Peardon, 
Celeste c., Salisbury, Frank See17, Todax's Work-Play Books, 
The Macmilla...n Company , Boston, 194-5. · · 
2. Gates, Arthur I., Huber, Miriam Blanton, Peardon, 
Celeste c., Salisbury, Frank Seell, Today's Work-Play Books, 
The Macmillan Company, Boston, 194-5. 
text: 11 We went to a farm, 11 said Jim. "I will make a toy 
farm. 11 "We went to a farm," said Judy. 11 A farm if fun. 
I will like a toy farm." 
The illustration, Illustration 13, does not show 
Judy, yet the text assumes she is present. 
11. Illustrations placed before the text: The illus-
tration which should accompany the text is sometimes 
placed a page or two before the text is given. 
Page 58, in The New Round About 1 presents the text: 
"What a good brea..lrfast everyone had! The organ man ate 
and ate. Little Monkey ate and ate, too." 
The illustration which shows them having breakfast, 
Illustration 53, is on the preceding page. 
12. Illustrations placed after the text: Illustra-
tions which should accomp~y a text are some t imes placed 
a page or two after the text is given. 
2 Page 72, in Making Storybook Friends presents the 
text: "The worm was for the little robins to eat. The 
- -four baby robins looked as if they were hungry. They were 
all stretching their mouths open to get the ·worm. 11 
1. O'Donnell, Mabel, Reading Foundation Series: The Alice 
and Jerry Basic Readers, Row, Peterson and Company , Evanston 
Illinois, 1948. 
2. Yoakam, Gerald, Hester, Kathleen, Abney, Louise, Laidlaw 
Basic Readers, Laidlaw Bros., Inc., New York , 1947. 
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The illustration of four baby robins, with mouths 
open and necks stretching, reaching for the worm in 
Father Robin's bill, is Illustration 51, and is on 
Page 73. 
13. Illustrations which ~ clarity in~: 
Illustrations which do not show things to be true to size 
when size is a factor in recognition, or which do not 
show a proper size relationship among all things or 
people in a picture. 
Page 22, in~ Little Red Story Book 1 shows a box 
meant to hold an airplane. 
In the illustration, Illustration 21, the box app ears 
too small to hold the airplane for which it is intended 
to be used. 
14. Illustrations which lack clarity in shape: 
Illustrations which do not Show things to be of a shape 
that is natural and true to life, or to be of a shape 
harmonious with the other objects in the picture. 
2 Page 22, in MY Little Red Story Book shows a box 
meant to hold a toy airplane. 
1. Ousley, Odille and Russell, David H., The Ginn Basic 
Readers, Ginn and Company, New York, 1948:------
2. Ibid. 
In the illustration, Illustration 21, the box appears 
to be the type that would hold flowers, rather than a 
box meant to hold a toy airplane. 
15. Illustrations which 1g£k clarity in general 
outline: Illustrations in which people, places or things 
are not clear, obvious or easily recognizable by their 
all-over appearance and outline. 
Page 30, in Open The Door 1 presents the text: 
11 One morning Jerry saw a train. " 
The illustration, Illustration 29, shows a purple-
colored object moving over a trestle , but the object is 
not at all easily distinguishable as a train. 
16. Illustrations which give inadeguate help 2n 
word recognition: Illustrations which do not take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to bring about more rapid 
and ready recognition of words whose from and meaning 
would be clarified by picture clues. 
2 Page 11, in We Work and Play presents the text: 
"Spot Helps Mother . 11 
. 
1. O'Donnell, Mabel, Reading Foundation Series: The New 
Alice and Je[r y Books, Row, Peterson and Company, Evanston, 
Illinois, 19 7. 
2. Gray, 1Nillimn. S., Bsruch, Dorothy, Montgomery , Elizabeth 
R., Basic Readers: Curriculum Foundation Series, Scott, 
Foresman and Company, New York, 1946. 
The illustration, Illustration 9, a~ows Spot running 
with Mother, and there is a dark cloud in the sky. Aside 
from these facts, there is no evidence to show what 
Mother i s running for or how Spot may be going to help 
her. 
17. Illustrations which show changes within~ unit: 
Illustrations in which a fixed object does not have 
exactly the same appearance or color each time it 
appears in a story unit, or in which there are changes 
pictured within the units of a book which are not 
required by the text. 
Pages 4 and 5, and pages 6 and 7, in The Little 'White 
House 1 present the texts: 11 0ur Home 11 and 11 At Home. 11 
The illustrations accompanying the texts, Illustra-
tions 1 and 2, show two different houses, although the 
same 11home 11 is alluded to in both texts. 
18. Illustrations which show results which should 
be expected from text content : Illustrations which de-
pict the circumstances which would follow necessarily 
as a result of the incident or the action described in 
the text. 
1 . Ousley, Odille and Russell, David H., The Ginn Basic 
Readers, Ginn and Company, New York, 19~_8:-- - -
• 
Page 25, in Fun ~ith Dick and Jane 1 presents the 
text: "I can not help you. Mother can help you. 11 
The illustration, Illustration 21, shows Mother 
sewing Sally's dress, which is what Father was rererring 
to when he said, "Mother can help you. 11 
W".nen t h e illustrations in the five basal series had 
been checked individually by the v~iter, each one was 
re-checked by a person other than the writer to insure the 
reliability of the technique used. In cases where 
there was a conflict in points of view, the questioned 
illustration was not included in the error count. 
After the illustrations of the five basal reading 
series had been checked, a Table was set up for each 
book, Showing the exact kinds of errors existing in 
each, and giving the page number and number of the 
illustration checked. Numbers were assigned to all 
illustrations in addition to the numbers of the pages 
on which they were included because it was found that 
many illustrations occupied a double page, or, in a 
few cases, two illustrations appeared on the same page. 
1. Gray, William s., Arbuthnot, May Hill, Basic Readers: 
Curriculum Foundation Series, (A Revision of the Elson-
Gray Basic Readers), Scott, Foresman and Company, New York, 
1946. 
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In addition to the Table for each book, a Table was 
set up for each basal reading series, showing the total 
number and kinds of errors occurring in the series. 
Finally, the over-all picture was given in a Table 
designed to show the individual books in each of the 
five basal reading series, the total number of illustra-
tions contained in each, and the number of errors 
determined by· the analysis. 
This final Table gives a composite picture of the 
results of the study, and makes t4e comparison between 
the number of errors found in each book of each series 
and the number of illustrations contained in each book 
of each series. 
The results oft re analysis are pre.sented in the 
next chapter. 
II 
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CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The purpose of the study was to analyze illustrations 
in basal reading systems for Grade One for inaccuracies. 
Five basal reading systems for Grade One were 
anal yzed , and the results a.J."'e presented in the series of 
tables found in this chapter. 
Tables I, II and III furnish all data concerning 
title , author, publisher, reading series and copyright 
on the Pre-primers, Primers and First Readers used in 
the study. Beginning with Table IV, each of the twenty-
three (23) books analyzed has its ovm table, giving the 
specific inaccuracies for the book, the pages on which 
they occur and the number v1hich has been assigned to the 
accompanying illustration. 
Tables IX, XIV, XVIII, XXV and XXXI show all the 
inaccuracies occurring in each of the five basal reading 
series examined. 
The final Table, XXXII, gives the over-all picture, 
showing the number of illustrations contained in each of 
the five basal series, and the nrunber of inaccuracies. 
BASIC READING SERIES 
Ginn Dasic ~eaders 
Ginn Basic Readers 
Ginn Basic ~eaders 
Laidlaw Basic ~eaders 
Laidlaw Basic ~eaders 
xoday·s work-Play ~ooks 
rteading ~oundation ~eries 
Keading ~oundation ~eries 
rleading ~oundation ~eries 
.tteading .t!·oundation ~eries 
vurriculum ~oundation 
~erie a 
vurriculum .1! ounda ti on 
:::;eries 
vurriculum ~ ounda tion 
:::;eries 
TABLE I 
PRE-PRIMERS USED IN THE STUDY 
---
NAME OF BOOK PUBLISHER 
MY ~ittle Hed Ginn and vompaDJ 
Story Book 
MY Little ~reen Ginn and ~omp&nJ 
story .Book 
My Little Blue Ginn and ~omp&nJ 
story .Book 
We Learn to .t(ead Laidlaw ~ros. , Inc. 
up The .tteading noad Laidlaw Bros.,Inc. 
vome and ~de ~he Macmillan 
Company 
Skip Along How, Peterson and 
l.iompany 
under the Sky Row, Peterson and 
Company 
Open the uoor ~ow, Peterson and 
Liompany 
tligh un A Hill ~ow, Eeterson and 
vompany 
we .Look and ~ee Scott, .trore sman 
and vompany 
we Work and Play Scott, ~oresman 
and vompany 
we ~ome and ~o Scott, ~oresman 
and Liompa.ny 
AUTHORS 
Ousley, Russell 
Ousley, .ttusse11 
vusley, nusse11 
roakam, hester, 
Abney 
1.0akam, 11ester, 
Abney 
Gates, .l:iuber, 
Peardon, 
Salisbury 
O'Donnell 
O'Donnell 
O'Donnell 
O'Donnell, 
Lioughlan 
ti-ray, .tlaruch, 
.Montgomery 
Grey- , .Oaruch , 
.t4ontgomery 
ti-ray, ~aruch, 
Montgomery 
COPYRIGHT 
1948 
1948 
1948 
1947 
1947 
1945 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1946 
1946 
1946 
NUMBER 
OF PAGES 
48 
63 
63 
47 
63 
64 
47 
71 
71 
47 
47 
62 
71 
.NUMBER Ol!~ 
ILLUSTliATlONS 
48 
57 
58 
33 
52 
71 
46 
70 
70 
31 
45 
64 
76 
!ABLE ll 
PRIMERS USED IN !HE STUDY 
BASIC READING SERIES N.AD OF BOOK PUBLISBER AUTHORS 
---
Ginn Basic Readers ~he Little White Ginn and \,; om:pany Ousley, Russell 
House 
Laidlaw Basic Readers On tile Way to Laidlaw Bros., Ine. Yoakam, Hester, 
Story land Abney 
Today 1 s Work-Play Books ftgs and Twinkle The l4acmillan Gates, Huber, 
Company Peardon, Salisbury 
Reading Foundation Series ~he New JJa.y In Row, Peterson and O'Donnell 
and Day out company 
Curriculum ~oundation Series Fun with ~ick and Scott, ~'oresman and Gray, Arbuthnot 
Jane uompany 
COPYRIGHT 
1948 
1947 
1945 
1948 
1946 
NUKBER 
OF PAGES 
157 
127 
152 
157 
157 
liUlfBER OF 
ILLUSTRATIONS 
136 
113 
113 
147 
147 
TABLE .ill 
lfiRST READERS USED Ill THE S~UDY 
---
BASIC READING SERIES IUD OF BOOK PUBLISHER Aur.fHORS 
---
Ginn Basic Readers On Cherry Street Ginn and u ompany OUsley, .ttussell 
Laidlaw Basic Readers Kaking Storybook Laidlaw Bros., Inc. Yoakam, Hester, 
Friends Abney 
~oday's Work-Play Books Good ~imes On The Macmillan ~ompany Gates, Huber, 
Our street Peardon, Salisbur,y 
Reading Foundation series 2he New Round About Row, Peterson I O'Donnell 
a.nd company 
Curriculum Foundation OUr liew :i'rienl..s scott, .I!' ore sman Gray, Arbuthnot 
Series and Gompany 
COPYRIGHT 
1948 
1947 
1945 
1948 
1946 
IiUllBER 
OF PAGES 
221 
125 
199 
205 
189 
NUl4BER OF 
ILLUSTRATIONS 
190 
81 
167 
181 
168 
TABJZ!! 
!! LITTLE RED STORY !Q.Q! - PRE-PRDlER f!. - GINN BASIC READERS 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
--
ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUKBER AND~' IN WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR TOTAL 
Number 21 23 24 25 27 30 33 34 36 37 39 41 42 43 44 47 
Page 22 24 25 26 28 31 34 35 37 38 40 42 43 44 45 48 
Inaccurate Word and 
Story CJ one ep ts X x l X 3 
Inaccurate Illustrati. on of 
Statements of fact X X X 3 
Inaccurate Illustration of 
real-life situations X X 
I 
2 
Illustrations which laak 
clarity in size X 1 
Ill us tra ti ons v.h ich 1 ack 
clarity in shape X 1 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline X X 
I 
X X X X X X X X X 11 
-
21 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
Inaccurate illustration 
of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of' color 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts 
Inaccurate ill us tra ti. on 
of' real-life situations 
Illustrations unrelated 
to the text 
Illustrations which 
emphasize minor ideas, or 
only a portion of' text 
content 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline 
Illustrations which give 
inadequate help on word 
recognition 
TABlE V 
!! LITTLE GREEN STORY BOOK - PRE-PRmER ~ - ~ BASIC READERS 
ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUMBER AND PAGE, IN WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
Number 3 7 8 9 10 11 12 15 18 23 24 25 27 33 37 37 51 52 56 
Page 6 10 11 12 13 14 15 18 21 26 28 29 32 38 42 43 57 58 62 
X 
X X 
X X 
X X X 
X 
X 
X X X X X X 
X X X X X X 
TOTAL 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
6 
6 
22 
i.ABLE VI 
![! LITTLE ~ STORY BOOK - PRE-PRIMER 1:£_ -~ BASIC READERS 
CHECK LIST ~0 R INACCURACIES 
--
ILLUSTRAfi ONS, E_! NUMBER ~ ~. ,!! WHICH INACCURJ.C IES OCCUR 
Number 2 6 7 8 9 10 11. 12 14 15 16 17 28 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 38 39 40 41 44 
Page 4 9 10 12 13 14 15 16 18 20 21 22 32 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 42 43 44 45 4e 
Inaccurate illustration of 
size concepts X I X 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color X l X X 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts X X X X X X X X 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of fact I X 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline X X X X X i X X X 
Illustrations which shaw 
changes within a unit 
• • X X 1 X X X X X X X X X X l 
Illustrations unrelated to the 
text I X 
CHECK LIST !Q1! INACCURACIES 
Inaccurate illustration 
of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of fact 
Illustrations Which emphasize 
minor ideas, or only a 
portion of text con tent 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline 
Illustrations which give 
ina de cpa te he l];l on word 
re c ogni ti on 
Illustrations which show 
changes within a unit 
Illustrations which show 
results which would be 
exllected from text content 
TABLE VII 
-
THE LITTLE WHITE HOUSE - PRIMER - GINN BASIC READERS 
.............. 
ILLUSTRATIONS, ]!r NUMBER AND P.A.GE, ]! WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
Number 1 2 3 4 8 at 9 10 11 17 24 27 28 31 34 45 46 
Page 4 6 8 9 13 13 14 16 17 23 30 3•3 34 37 40 53 54 
X :X: X :X: X X 
X 
:X: X X 
X X 
X X X X X X 
50 52 55 58 p9 60 62 
58 60 63 66 :_ 67 68 70 
X X 
X X X 
X 
X X 
X 
·tABLE VIII 
-
ON uHERRY STREET - YIRST dADER ·-~ ~ASIC READERS 
CHECK LIST l!'OR INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUllBER, IN WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
·--- - --
Number 6 8 11 13 14 15 16 22 24 29 30 36 39 147 " 50 62 65 66 67 70 71 72 73 74 75 87 88 89 90 
Page 10 13 15 17 18 19 20 26 28 33 34 40 43 52 56 69 73 74 76 80 81 82 83 84 85 98 100 101 102 
I 
Ina.ccura te ill us tra ti on 
of action words X 
Inaccurate illustration 
of size concepts i i X 
I 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color X X X X I I X I 
I 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts X I X X 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of ~act X X X X X X rx X X 
1naccurate illustration 
of real-life situations I ' X 1 X illustrations unrelated 
to the text 
lllustra ti ons which empha.si ze 
minor ideas, or only a 
portion of the text con tent X l X X X X 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline 
I 
X I X I 
illustrations which give 
inadequate help on word 
reco gni ti on 
Illustrations which show 
changes within a unit I X X • X 
) 
'f.ABIE IX 
---
TOTAL INA.CCUHACIES OCCURRING ..!! TEE .Ql!.! BASIC READERS 
CHECK~ !.Qli INACCURACIES 
Inaccurate illustration of action words 
Inaccurate illustration of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration of position 
Inaccurate illustration of color 
Inaccurate word and stor.y concepts 
Inaccurate illustration of statements of fact 
Inaccurate illustration of rea1-li::t'e 
situations 
Inaccurate illustration of people, 
places or things 
Illustrations which are unrelated to the text 
Illustrations Which emphasize minor ideas, 
or only a portion of text content 
Illustrations placed before the text 
Illustrations placed after the text 
Illustrations which lack clarity in size 
Illustrations which laQk clarity in shape 
Illustrations which lack clarity in 
general outline 
Illustrations which give inadequate help 
on word recognition 
Illustrations which show changes 
within a unit 
Illustrations Which show results which 
would be expected from text content 
·.t:OTAL 
MY LITTLE 
RED STORY 
BOOK 
3 
3 
2 
l 
1 
11 
21 
MY LITTLE 
GREEN STORY 
BOOK 
1 
2 
2 
3 
l 
1 
6 
6 
22 
·MY LITTLE 
BLUE S~ORY 
BOOK 
2 
3 
9 
2 
1 
11 
13 
41 
THE LITTlE 
WHITE HOUSE 
l 
18 
8 
10 
4 
13 
3 
14 
l 
72 
ON CHERRY 
.STREET 
l 
2 
13 
5 
16 
8 
4 
6 
4 
l 
b 
66 
TOTAL 
l 
6 
0 
36 
27 
31 
13 
0 
6 
ll 
0 
0 
l 
l 
45 
10 
33 
l 
222 
IJ TABrn X 
WE LEARN TO READ - ~-PRIMER fi - LAIDLAW BASIC READERS 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS • BY NUKBER AND ~~ IN WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR TOTAL 
--
Number 14 15 18 19 20 21 22 23 28 29 30 31 33 
Page 24 25 29 30 32 33 34 36 42 43 44 45 47 
Inaccurate illustration 
of action words :X: :X: X :X: 4 I 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts :X :X :X :X 4 
Inaccurate illustration of 
statements of fact :X: :X :X 3 
Illustrations unrelated 
to the text :X X :X :X :X: :X: 6 
Illustrations Which lack 
clarity in size :X 1 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general out line :X: 1 
-
19 
' 
TABLE XI 
-
.'QE THE READINu-~ - ~-PR !MER f! - LAIDLAW BASIC READERS 
CHECK LIST FCR INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS, g NUMBER~ l!Q!. 1! WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR TOT. 
--
Number 9 10 11 19 22 25 26 27 28 34 35 36 37 38 40 41 44 45 46 48 50 
Page 15 16 17 28 31 34 35 36 37 43 44 45 46 47 49 50 53 54 56 59 61 
Inaccurate illustration , / 
ot action words X X 2 
I 
Inaccurate illustration 
of size concepts X 1 
Inaccurate ill us tra ti. on 
of position X X X 3 
Inaccum te illustration 
of color X ·X X X 4 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts X X .. I X X X \ 5 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of tact I X 1 
I . 
I 
Inaccurate illustration 
ot real-life si~ations 
,., 
" X 1 
Ina.ccura te illustration ot 
people, places or things X X 2 
Illustmtions which lack 
clarity in general outline X X X X 4 
I 
Illustra tiona which give 
inade~ate help on word 
recognition 
,. X 1 
Illustrations which show 
changes within a unit X X I 2 
-
26 
:rA..8LE XII 
ON 'tHE WAY TO STOR~D - PRIMEH i LAIDLAW jjASIC READERS 
CEECK ~ ~ O.tt INACCUHAO IES ILLUSTRATIONS • ..t3Y l'lUMBEH AND PAu-E • IN WHICH INACCURA.C IES OCCUR 
...... ---
.. 
Number 3 9 12 16 18 19 21 27 28 36 37 39 40 42 49 51 53 55 56 58 69 60 62 66 
Page 7 13 16 22 24 26 27 33 34 42 44 46 48 50 58 62 64 66 67 69 70 72 74 78 
Inaccurate illustration 
of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of position X 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color :X :X X X X X X X .. 
Inaccurate word and 
stor~ concepts X ' X 
, X : X X 
• 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of fact X X X 
. 
Inaccurate illustration 
of real-life situations 
Inaccurate illustration 
of people, places or things II :X 
Illustrations unrelated 
to the text 
Illustrations Which emphasize 
minor ideas, or only a portion 
of text content I :X I J[ 
I 
Illustrations placed 
before the text X I; X 
I 
Illustrations Which lack 
clarity in general outline X X 
Illustrations which Show 
changes Within a unit X X X X X X X 
~~ 
TABLE !ill 
MAKING STORYBOOK FRIENDS - ..1!1RST READER - LAIDLAW BASIC READERS 
CHECK LIST FCR INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS, !rr NUMBER ill :PAGE, .!! WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
Number 1 2 4 6 10 i 12 18 21 26 28 29 30 34 35 39 45 46 bl 53 b4 55 56 60 61 62 
' 
~ 4 5 9 12 19 22 28 32 38 41 42 44 49 51 54 63 64 73 76 78 ~() 82 86 88 90 
I 
I 
Inaccurate· illustration 
of size concepts X 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color X X X X I X 
' Inaccurate word and 
story concepts X 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements af ract X X X X 1 X X X 
I 
Inaccurate illustration 
o~ real.-li:fe situations X X X :X: I 
Illustrations unrelated 
to the te :x:t X X 
Illustrations which emphasize 
minor ideas, or only a 
portion o:r text content I X 
Illustrations placed 
before the text I :X X X 
Illustrations placed 
after the text :X I X 
Illustrations Which lack 
clarity in geaeral outline X X X 
TABLE XIV 
.;. 
TOTAL INACCURACIES OCCURRING 1! TRE LAIDLAW BASIC gEADERS 
CHECK .LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
--
Inaccurate illustration of action words 
Inaccurate illustration of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration of position 
Inaccurate illustration of color 
Inaccurate word and story concepts 
Inaccurate illustration of statements 
of fact 
Inaccurate illustration of real-life 
situations 
Inaccurate illustration of people, 
places or things 
Illustrations which are unrelated 
to the text 
Illustrations Which emphasize minor 
ideas, or only a portion of the 
text content 
Illustrations placed before the text 
Illustrations placed after the text 
Illustrations which lack clarity in 
size 
Illustrations which lack cla~ity in 
shape 
Illustrations which lack clarit.y in 
general outline 
Illustrations Which give inadequate 
help on word recognition 
Illustrations which show changes 
within a unit 
Illustrations Which show results which 
would be expected from text content 
·tOTAL 
4 
4 
3 
6 
1 
1 
19 
UP THE 
.REJ.DING ROAD 
2 
1 
3 
4 
5 
1 
1 
2 
/ 
4 
1 
2 
26 
\ 
' 
ON THE WAY TO 
STORYLAND 
4 
3 
17 
5 
4 
1 
1 
3 
·11 
2 
3 
9 
63 
MAKING STORY-
BOOK FRIENDS 
1 
7 
1 
8 
5 
2 
1 
5 
3 
5 
38 
TOTAL 
6 
6 
6 
28 
15 
16 
7 
3 
11 
12 
7 
3 
1 
0 
13 
1 
11 
0 
146 
c. 
TABLE XV 
l.iOME AND .l:UDE - PRE-PRIMER - 'J.ODJ.Y'S WORK- PLA.Y ~OOKS 
--- -
CHECK LIST ..t!OR INACCURACIES 
--
ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUMBER ~ ~. 1! .;.;;WH;:..;I;..;;.C.;;;;;H INACCURACIES OCCUR TOTJ.j 
-
Number 18 19 23 24 26 27 32 33 35 37 42 44 46 49 54 61 63 65 68 
Page 18 19 23 24 28 29 34 35 37 39 ~ 46 49 52 55 59 60 61 63 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts X :X X X 4 
Inaccurate illustration 
o:r statements of fact X 1 
Inaccurate illustration r 
of real-life situations X X X I 
I 
X X X 6 
Illustrations unrelated 
to the text X X 2 
Illustrations which emphasize 
minor ideas, or only a portion 
o:t text content X .. 1 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline !x 1 
Illustrations which give 
inadequate help on word 
re c ogni ti on X 1 
Ill us tra ti ons Wh ic h sh C1ll 
changes within a unit X X X X X f) 
-
21 
~ 
TABLE XVI 
~GS AND TWINKLE - PRDIER - TODAY'S WORK-PLAY BOOKS 
-- -
CHECK LIST ~ INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUMBER AND PAGE, IN WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
- ----
Number 5 12 13 14 15 17 20 26 Zl 28 29 30 37 39 41 42 45 46 47 48 .9 50 51 
Page 5 13 14 16 18 20 23 29 30 31 32 33 41 43 45 46 52 53 54 56 , 58 60 61 
Inacaurate illustration 
of color I X 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts X ~ X ' Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of fact X X I X I 
Inaccurate illuatration 
of real-life si~ations X: 
I I X X X 
Inaccurate illustrati. on 
of people, places ar 
I I '· things .. Illustrations unrelated 
to the text 
1. X I I X 
Illustrations which emphasize 
minor ideas, or only a portion 
of text content X: X X X I X: X X X A 
Illustrations placed 
before the text 
Illustrations placed 
after the text 
Illustrations Which lack 
c~ari ty in general outline X X 
Illustrations which give 
inade~ate help on wor4 
recognition X I X X 
Illustrations Which show 
changes Wl thin a unit j X X 
tl.BLE XVII 
• 
~.J-00D TIMES ON OUR STREET - .1! IRST READER - :CODAY'S WORK-PLAY BOOKS 
- -- - ~=
CEECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS, BY Ntll{BE!t, IN WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
---
Number 1 6 14 15 17 23 24 31 33 37 39 42 44 45 48 52 60 62 70 71 72 74 84 85 86 87 88 89 91 
Page 1 7 16 17 20 28 29 36 38 43 45 48 51 52 55 o9 68 72 80 82 83 85 96 98 10( 101 102 104 10 
Inaccurate illustration 
of size concepts 
I X X X X I' % 
I I 
1naccurate illustration 
of position 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color X 
I X 
1naccurate word and 
,s'ff.._vry concept·s 
X 
~naccurate illustration X X 
of st~tements of fact X X X ! 
1naccurate illustration 
of•.real-life situations X X X 
1llustrations unrelated 
to the text 
lllustrations which emphasize 
minor ideas, or only a 
portion of text content X :X X 
I X X X X X X X 
lllustrations placed 
before the text 
I X 
~llustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline X 
I 
lllustrations which give 
inadequate help on word 
recognition X 
I 
I 
' lllustrations which show I ~ 
changes within a unit X 
~. 
( j 
TABLE XVIII 
TOTAL INACCURACIES OCCURRING IN TODAY! S !QM-PLAY BOOKS 
.-CHE~C-K LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
Inaccurate illustration of action words 
Inaccurate illustration of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration of position 
Inaccurate illustration of color 
Inaccurate word and story concepts 
Inaccurate illustration of statements ot fact 
Inaccurate illustration of real-life 
situations 
Inaccurate illustration of people, 
places or things 
Illustrations wnich are unrelated to the text 
Illustrations which emphasize minor ideas, 
or only a portion of the text content 
Illustrations placed before the text 
Illustrations placed after the text 
Illustrations which lack clari~ in size 
Illustrations which lack clarity in shape 
Illustrations which lack clari~ in 
general outline 
Illustrations which give inadequate help 
on word recognition 
Illustra tiona which shON changes 
w1 thin a unit 
Illustrations which show results which would 
be expected ~rom text content 
TOTAL 
COllE AND 
RIDE 
4 
1 
6 
2 
1 
1 
1 
5 
21 
• • 
TAGS AND 
TWINKLE 
6 
3 
4 
4 
2 
6 
24 
2 
1 
2 
3 
7 
64 
GOOD TIMES ON 
OUR STREET 
5 
1 
5 
6 
8 
10 
3 
17 
2 
5 
3 
1 
66 
TOTAL 
0 
5 
1 
11 
13 
13 
20 
2 
11 
42 
4 
1 
0 
0 
8 
'1 
13 
0 
151 
TABLE XIX 
SKIP ALONG - PRE-PRIMER f! - READING FOUNDATION SERIES 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
--
ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUMBER AND ~. ,!! WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR TOTAL 
Number 12 17 21 36 37 38 39 40 41 
Page 13 18 22 37 38 39 40 41 42 
Inaacurate word and 
story aonaepts X X ~ X X X 6 
Inaaaurate i1lus tra ti on of 
statements of fact X I 1 
I11ustra ti ons 'Ml ich give 
inade~ate help on word 
recognition X X X X ~ X X X 8 
-
I 
15 
~ABLE XX 
UNDER 1!.@ SKY - ~-PRIMER 1!:_ - rlEADING FOUNDATION SERIES 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS, ~ l~ U:MBER ~ ~ • .!! WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR ·tOTAL 
--
Number 5 6 7 11 13 15 16 22 31 32 35 50 51 52 53 54 60 62 63 65 66 69 
Page 6 7 8 12 14 16 17 23 32 33 36 51 52 53 54 55 61 63 64 66 67 70 
Inaccurate ill us tra t1 on 
o-r size concepts X 1 
rnaceura te ill ustra ti. on 
or color X X X X 4 
1naccurate word and 
story concepts :X X X X X X X X X X 10 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of fact X 1 
Inaccurate illustration 
of real-life situations X X X 3 
Illustrations which lack 
clari v in ge.oeral outline X X X 3 
Illustra t1 ons which ab. ow 
changes within a unit X X 2 
-
24 
.i\. 
CHECK LIST .!Qli INAliUUHACIES 
Inaccurate illustration 
of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of fact 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline 
:!:ABlE XXI 
-
~ ~ OOO.t< - PRE-PRIMER ~ - READING ] 'OUNDA:!:ION SE.t:<IES 
ILLUST!tATIONS, BY NU1lliEH ~ ~. J! .;.;.;WH=I=C~H INACCURACIES OCCUR ·.CO'.l!AL 
Number 9 16 22 24 25 29 30 31 33 34 35 36 37 44 45 46 56 62 63 68 
Page 10 17 23 25 26 30 31 32 34 35 36 37 38 45 46 47 57 63 64 69 
X ::r: 2 
X :X: X X ::r: ::r: 6 
:X: :X: ::r: X X X X ::r: ::r: 9 
X X 2 
X :X: X X 4 
23 
'fABLE XXII 
~ ON ! ~ - ~-PRIMER J.! - .READING FOUNDATION SERIES 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
------=--
ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUMBER, IN lfffiiCH INACCURACIES OCCUR iCTAL 
Number 11 12 13 14 lQ 26 27 28 29 
Page 18 19 21 22 23 i 41 43 44 46 
Inaccurate illustration 
of' color :X: X X 3 
Illustrations which 
emphasize minor ideas, 
or only a portion of 
text content X X 2 
I 
Illustrations placed 
after the text X: I X: 2 
I 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline X: X: 
I 
X: X: 4 
-
11 
; 
~LE XXIII 
THE .m ~ .!! AND ~ ..Q!I! - PRIMER I- READING :FOUNDATION SERIES 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
--
Inaccurate illustration 
of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of r-act 
Inaccurate illustration 
of people, places or things 
Illustrations unrelated 
to the text 
Illustrations which emphasize 
minor ideas, or only a portion 
of text content 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline 
Number 
Page 
ILLUSTRATIONS, !! NtJKBER m PAGE, 1! WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
ll 29 30 44 50 52 58 62 63 64 65 66 67 
16 28 29 43 49 51 56 60 61 62 63 64 65 
X 
X X :X :X :X X X 
:X X 
X X 
:X 
75 77 80 81 82 83 84 85 90 92 98 
73 75 78 79 80 81 82 83 86 87 90 
:X X 
X 
X 
:X :X :X :X :X :X 
X :X 
X 
~ABLE XXIV 
-
THE NEW ROUND ABOUT - ~·IRST READER - READING FOUNDATION SERIES 
CHECK ~ ~Oft INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS, ll NUMBER !!i.E ~~ 1£! WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
Number l 4 6 7 10 12 20 23 25 26 27 29 30 31 32 37 39 41 43 44 
"' 
49 50 53 55 
~ 4 7 9 10 13 16 24 28 30 32 33 35 36 37 38 43 45 47 49 49 52 54 54 57 59 
Inaccurate illustration 
o:t size concepts X X 
Inaccurate illustration 
o:f color X X X X X 
I 
I 
Inaccurate word and story 
concepts X X 
t :X X 
Inaccurate illustration 
o:f statements o:f :fact :X 
Inaccurate illustration 
o:f real-li:fe situations :X X X X 
I 
Illustrations unrelated 
to the text :X 
I 
X X :X I X X X X X 
Illustrations which emphasize 
minor ideas, or only a portion 
o:f text content X 
"! 
Illustrations placed 
be:fore the text 
Illustrations placed a:fter I :X 
the text I X 
Illustrations which lack 
olarit.y in general outline 
Illustrations which show 
changes Wi. thin a unit 
TABLE XXV 
'.L:OTAL INACCURACIES OCCURRING .!! THE READING FOUNDATION SERIES 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
--
Inaccurate illustration of action words 
Inaccurate illustration of size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration of position 
Inaccurate illustration of color 
SKIP 
ALONG 
Inaccurate \\0 rd and story concepts 6 
Inaccurate illustration of statements of fact l 
1naccurate illustration of real-life 
situations 
Inaccurate i 11 ustra ti on of people, 
places or things 
Illustrations Which are unrelated to the text 
Illustrations which emphasize minor ideas, 
or only a portion of the text content 
Illustrations placed be~ore the text 
Illustrations placed after the text 
Illustrations which lack clari~ in size 
Illustrations which lack clarit.f in shape 
Illustrations which lack clarity in 
general outline 
Illustrations which give inade~ate help 
on word recognition 
Illustrations Which Show changes within 
a unit 
Illustrations which show results which 
would be expected from text content 
:xOTAL 
8 
15 
UNDER 
THE SKY 
l 
4 
10 
l 
3 
3 
2 
24 
OPEli 
THE DOOR 
2 
6 
9 
2 
4 
23 
HIGH ON 
A HILL 
3 
2 
2 
4 
ll 
THE NEW 
DAY IN AND 
DAY OUT 
3 
9 
9 
4 
6 
7 
2 
3 
43 
THE NEW 
ROUND ABOUT 
3 
19 
6 
4 
8 
16 
3 
2 
l 
l 
4 
67 
:CO TAL 
0 
9 
0 
41 
40 
12 
ll 
6 
23 
7 
2 
3 
0 
0 
lo 
8 
6 
0 
183 
.;;.;CHE~C=K LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
Inaccurate illustration of 
real-life situations 
Illustrations unrelated 
to the text 
Illustrations which show 
changes within a unit 
TABLE XXVI 
WE LOOK AND SEE - PRE-PRIMER iJ:_ - CURRICULUM FOUNDATION SERIES 
ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUMBER AND PAGE, IN WHICH ,INACCURACIES OCCUR 
Number 4 25 Z3 39 41 
Page 6 27 Z5 41 43 
X X 
X X 
X 
TOTAL 
2 
2 
1 
5 
TABU!: XXVII 
WE ~ AND PLAY - PRE-PRIMER iE_ - CURRICULUM FOUNDATION SERIES 
CHECK LIST OF INACCURACIES 
----
ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUMBER, IN WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 'fOTAL 
Number 9 17 21 26 36 40 42 49 50 53 59 60 61 
I 
Page 11 19 22 27 37 41 42 48 49 51 57 58 59 
Inaccurate illustration 
of color X X :X: :X: :X: 5 
I 
Illustrations unrelated 
~o the text X I, :X: 2 
II 
Illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline X l 
Illustra ti ons which give 
inadequate help on word 
recognition :X: :X: ' X 3 I 
Illustrations Which show 
results which would De 
expected from text content X 
I 
:X: 2 
13 
~ABLE XXVIII 
WE £9!! ill QQ. - PRE-PRIMER J! - CURRICULUM .!!'OUNDATI ON SERIES 
CHECK LIST .!fOR INACCURACIES 
--
ILLUSTRATIONS, BY NUMBER1 ~ ~. 1! WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR TOT.AL 
Number 11 16 31 33 37 50 56 61 62 63 68 75 
I 
Page 12 16 31 33 36 48 53 58 59 60 64 7.l 
Inaccurate ill us tra ti on 
o~ size concepts X X X 3 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts X X X X 4 
lllustrations unrelated 
to the text X I X 2 
I 
Illustrations whiCh show 
results which would be 
expected from text content X :X X I X 4 I 
Illustrations which show 
changes within a unit X 1 
-
14 
~C.I:iE;,=..;.GK;;;;;. B.§! ~·OR INACCURACIES 
Inaccurate illustration of 
color 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts 
Inaccurate illustration 
of statements of fact 
Illustrations Y.hich lack 
clari~ in generak outline 
Illustrations which Show 
results Which would be 
expected from text content 
Illustrations which show 
changes wi thin a unit 
!ABLE XXIX 
-
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE - PRIMER - CURRICULUM FOUNDATION SERIES 
-----
ILLUSTRAfiONS • ~y .NUMBER AND ~, _!! WHICH INACCUHA.CIES OCCUR 'fOTAL 
Number 9 10 11 14 21 28 53, 58 83 86 98 115 117 129 134 143 
~ 15 16 17 19 25 33 62 67 91 93 105 122 124 136 142 151 
X X ! X X X X 6 
X X 2 
X 1 
X X X X 4 
X X 2 
X 1 
16 
..;..;CHE-.;;..;.C.;,;;K LIST EQ.g INACC URAC IES 
Inaccurate illustration 
o~ position 
Inaccurate illustration 
o:t color 
Inaccurate word and 
story concepts 
Inaccurate illustration o:t 
statements o~ ~act 
Inaccurate illustration 
o~ real-life Si 1u.a ti ons 
Illustrations whio• emphasize 
minor ideas, or onl~ a portion 
or text content 
illustrations which lack 
clarity in general outline 
Illustrations which give 
inadequate help on word 
recognition 
Ill us tra ti ons wh ic h show 
changes within a unit 
:CABLE XXX 
-
OUR NEW FRIENDS - lriRST READER - vURRICULUM J!'OUNDATION SERIES 
ILLUSTRATIONS, .oY NUMBER ill PAGE, IN WHICH INACCURACIES OCCUR 
Number 3 4 26 27 29 33 34 37 38 49 63 71 84 
Page 10 11 32 34 36 41 42 46 46 59 73 82 96 
X X 
X X X X 
X :X 
::X: 
X 
X X X 
X 
• 
86 89 90 102 106 107 108 112 1J 
98 101 102 116 121 122 123 128 1~ 
X 
X X 
:X 
X X X X :X 
X X 
X 
~ 
TABlE XXXI 
TOTAL INACCURA.C IES OCCURRING IN THE CURRICULUM l!'OUNDATION SERIES 
CHECK LIST FOR INACCURACIES 
--· 
Inaccurate illustration of action words 
Inaccurate illustration o~ size concepts 
Inaccurate illustration o~ position 
Inaccurate illustration of color 
Inaccurate word and story concepts 
Inaccurate illustration o~ statements o~ ~act 
Inaccurate illustration of real-life 
situations 
'\. 
Inaccurate illustration of people, 
places or things 
Illustrations which are unrelated to the text 
Illustrations which emphasize minor ideas, 
or only a portion of the text content 
Illustrations placed be~ore the text 
Illustrations placed arter the text 
Illustrations which lack clari~ in size 
Illustrations which lack clarity in shape 
Illustrations which lack clarity in 
general outline 
Illustrations Which give inadequate help 
on word recognition 
Illustrations which show changes 
Within a unit 
Illustrations which shaw results Which 
would be expected from text content 
·tOTAL 
WE LOOK 
AND SEE 
2 
2 
1 
5 
--
WE V.ORK 
.AND PLAY 
5 
2 
1 
3 
2 
13 
WE COME 
AND GO 
3 
4 
2 
1 
4 
14 
Ft1N WITH OUR NEW 
DICK AND JANE FRIENDS 
6 
2 
1 
4 
1 
2 
16 
3 
9 
8 
4 
6 
7 
7 
1 
1 
46 
TOTAL 
0 
3 
3 
20 
14 
b 
8 
0 
6 
7 
0 
0 
0 
0 
12 
4 
4 
8 
94 
Ginn ~asic ~eaders 
Laidlaw ~asic Headers 
• 
·1·oday 's Work-Play ~ooks 
~eading .1rounda ti on 
::3eries 
liurriculum l!'oundation 
Series 
·.rOTAL 
l:A.BLE XXXII 
SUMl!lRY OF ILLUSTRATIONS AND INACCURACIES ~----= - ~-_.;~;;_-
IN ·.J:!IE JriVE ~ASAL SERIES EXAMINED 1! :rHE STUDY 
PRE-PRI:M:ERS PRIMERS .1riRST READERS ·.rOTAL 
ILLUSTRATIONS INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS INACCURACIES ILLUSTRATIONS INACCURACIES 
163 84 136 72 190 66 489 222 
85 45 113 63 81 38 279 146 
71 21 113 64 167 66 351 lfil 
217 73 164 43 181 67 562 183 
184 32 149 16 167 46 600 94 
720 255 675 258 786 283 2181 796 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The use of illustrations in basal reading systems 
for Grade One is warranted from the standpoint of their 
educational and their interest value to children. A 
well-illustrated basic reader stimulates the curiosity 
of the first grade child and makes him want to learn to 
read . As educational devices, too, illustrations in 
basic readers for Grade One can be valuable aids to 
instruction. 
The value of each illustration to the teacher of 
beginning reading is in direct proportion to the 
accuracy with which it reflects the ideas and concepts 
of the text it illustrates. This · study was nndertaken 
in an effort to determine whether or not inaccuracies 
and irrelevancies did exist in the illustrations of the 
basal serie~ examined, and, if so, to determine their 
nature and frequency. 
The following conclusions were reached: 
1. Certain inaccuracies and irrelevancies were found 
to exist in each book of the five basal series examined. 
2. The inaccuracy which occurred with the greatest 
frequency throughout the entire five series was Inaccurate 
Illustration of Color. The individual totals for the 
occurrence of this inaccuracy were: 
Ginn Basic Readers 36 
Laidlaw Basic Readers 27 
Today's Work-Play Books 11 
Reading Foundation Series 41 
Curriculum Foundation Series 20 
IE'""" Total 
3. ~1e inaccuracy which occurred with the least 
frequency throughout the entire five series was Lack of 
Clgrity in Shape. This inaccuracy occurred only once, 
in the Ginn Basic Readers. 
4. The inaccuracy which occurred with the greatest 
frequency in one particular series was Lack of Clarity in 
General Outline, which occurred in the Ginn Basic Readers 
forty-five · (~_5) times. The individual totals for the 
occurrence of this inaccuracy were: 
Ginn Basic Readers 45 
Laidlaw Basic Readers 13 
Today's Wo rk-Play Books 8 
Reading Foundation Series 15 
Curriculum Foundation Series _1g_ 
93 Total 
76 
5~ The inaccuracy which occurred with the nex t high-
est degree of frequency in one particular ser ies was 
Inaccurate Illustration of Color, which occurred in the 
Reading Foundation Series forty-one (41) times. 
6. The inaccuracy which occurred with the third 
highest degree of frequency in one particular series was 
Inaccurate Word and Story Concepts, which occurred in the 
Reading Foundation Series forty <4o) times. The indivi-
dual totals for the occurrence of this inaccuracy were: 
Ginn Basic Readers 27 
Laidlaw Basic Readers 15 
Today 1 s Work-Play Books 13 
Reading Foundation Series 40 
Curriculum Fo~tndation Series ~ 
109 Total 
7. Certain inaccuracies contained on the Check List 
for Inaccuracies did not occur at all in some of the 
basic readers examined. 
a. Inaccurate Illustration of Action Words 
did not occur at all in the following series: 
Today 1 s Work-Play Books 
Reading Foundation Series 
Curriculum Fom1dation Series 
" 
b. Inaccurate Illustration of Position did not 
occur at all in the following series: 
Ginn Basic Readers 
Reading Foundation Series 
c. Inaccurate Illustration of People, Places 
or Things did not occur at all in the following series: 
Ginn Basic Readers 
Curriculum Foundation Series 
d. Placement of Illustrations Before the Text 
did not occur at all in the following series: 
Ginn Basic Readers 
Curriculum Foundation Series 
e.· Placement of Illustrations After the Text 
did not occur at all in the following series: 
Ginn Basic Readers 
Curriculum Foundation Series 
f. Lack of Clarity in Size did not occur at 
all in the following series: 
Today 1 s Wo'rk-Play Books 
Reading Foundation Series 
Curriculum Foundation Series 
g. Lack of Clarity in Shape did not occur at 
all in the following series: 
Laidlaw Basic Readers 
~78 
Today's Work-Play Books 
Reading Foundation Series 
Curriculum Foundation Series 
h. Illustrations Vfuich Show Results vVhich 
Would Be Expected from Text Content were not found at all 
in the following series: 
Laidlaw Basic Readers 
Today' s Work-Play Books 
Reading Foundation Series 
8. The greatest number of inaccuracies, two hundred 
and twenty-two (222), occurred in the Ginn Basic Readers. 
The fewest number of inaccuracies, ninety-four (94), 
occurred in the Curriculum Foundation Series. The total 
number of inaccuracies for each of the five basal reading 
series examined follows: 
Ginn Basic Readers 
Reading Foundation Series 
Today's Work-Play Books 
Laidlaw Basic Readers 
Curriculum Foundation Series 
222 
183 
Total 
79 
9~ The list which follows gives the major inaccuracies 
existing in each series: 
Ginn Basic Readers 
Lack of Clarity in General Outline 
Inaccurate Illustration of Color 
Changes Within~~ 
Inaccurate Illustration of Statements of ~ 
Inaccurate Word and Story Concepts 
Inaccurate Illustration of Real-life Situations 
45 
36 
33 
31 
27 
13 
All other inaccuracies in this .series appear less than 
twelve (12) times. 
Laidlaw Basic Readers 
Inaccurate Illustration of Color 
Inaccurate Illustration of Statements of Fact 
Inaccurate Word and Story Concents 
Lack of Clarity in General Outline 
Illustrations Which Ernnhasize Only Minor Ideas, 
Or Only ~ Portion of Text Content 
Illustrations Unrelated tQ the Text 
Illustrations Vlhich Show Changes Within~ Unit 
All other inaccuracies in this series appear only 
seven (7) times or less. 
27 
16 
15 
13 
12 
J.l 
11 
80 
Today's Work-Play Books 
Illustrations Vlhich Emphasize Only Minor Ideas, 
Or Only ~ Portion of Text Content 
Inaccurate Illustration of Real-life Situations 
Inaccurate Word and Story Concepts 
Inaccurate Illustration of Statements of Fact 
Changes Within~ Unit 
Inaccurate Illustration of Color 
Illustrations ~U~nr~e~l~a~t~e=d _t_o t_h __ e _T_ex __ t 
20 
13 
13 
13 
11 
11 
All other inaccuracies in this series occur eight (8) 
times or less. 
Reading Foundation Series 
Inaccurate Illustration of Color 
Inaccurate Word and Story Concepts 
Illustrations Unrelated to the Text 
Lack of Clarity in General Outline 
Inaccurate Illustration of Statements of Fact 
Inaccurate Illustration of Real-life Situations 
All other inaccuracies in this series occur nine 
(9) times or less. 
12 
11 
Curriculum FoQndation Series 
Inaccurate Illustration of Color 
Inaccurate Word and Storv Concepts 
Lack of Clarity in General Outline 
Inaccurate Illustration of Real-life Situations 
Illustrations Which Show Results Which Would Be 
Expected from Text Content 
All other inaccuracies in this series occur seven 
(7) times or less . 
10 . The Ginn Basic Readers showed inaccuracies in 
fourteen ( ll.jJ items of tl1.e check list . 
The Laidlaw Basic Readers showed inaccuracies 
in sixteen (16) items of the check list . 
Today 's .Work-Play Books showed inaccuracies in 
fourteen (14) itffins of the check list. 
20 
12 
8 
8 
The Reading Foundation Series showed inaccuracies 
in thirteen (13) items of the check list. 
The CurriculQm Foundation Series showed inaccuracies 
in tvrelve (12) items of ·the ·, check list . 
11 . The type of inaccuracy which showed the highest 
frequency of occurrence differed in most of the series 
analyzed . 
The Ginn Basic Readers showed highest frequency in 
Lack of Clarit:y in General Outline . 
82 
The Laidlaw Basic Readers showed highest frequency 
in Inaccurate Illustration of Color. 
Today's . Work-Play Books showed highest frequency 
in Illustrations vvnich Emphasize Only Minor Ideas, ~ 
Only ~ Portion of Text Content. 
The Reading Foundation Series showed highest 
frequency in Inaccurate Illustration of Color, with a 
one-point difference in frequency sho¥m between that 
and Inaccurate Word and Story Concepts. 
The Curriculum Foundation Series showed highest 
frequency in Inaccurate Illustration of Color. 
12. The ite1ns on the check list which showed low 
frequencies of occurrence did so consistently in all 
five series . 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
The following are suggestions for possible further 
research on the subject of illustrations in textbooks: 
1. Research on methods of preparing instructional 
material for the more effective use of illustrations as 
teaching aids. 
2. Research on the effectiveness of the use of 
illustrations in vocabulary teaching. 
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